
AN EXPERIMENT WITH TIME 
JANUARY 20 

The report of the Silvertown explosion reads like déjà vu. 
It could be a transcript of the dream I had a few nights ago. 

How could I dream, in such detail, of an event? 
In a place I’ve never been. Before it happened! 

Coincidence is too flimsy an explanation. 
Could it be that dreams refer to the future  
as well as the past? In what proportion? 

How many of these connections have I failed to notice? 

h

JANUARY 30 
          I have decided to set up an experiment. 

I shall keep a detailed record of my dreams 
To see how many refer to my future, 

and how many to my past. 

FEBRUARY 7 
Then again, nine tenths of 

all dreams are forgotten  
within five seconds of 

waking. I need a method.  

Recording dreams 

Step 1. Use alarm clock to 
wake up, possibly during 

REM phase.  
Step 2. Immediately 

upon waking, jot down 
any recollections from 

dream in notebook. 
Step 3. Provide accurate sketches – 

details are crucial!  

Searching for connections 

Step 4. Keep a diary of notable events  
happening during the day. 

Step 5. Collect and read as many newspapers as possible.  
Step 6. At the end of the day, search for significant matches 

between notebook and diary/newspapers.  

h
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FEBRUARY 10 
Day 1. 

– Three broken windows in the coach on the train to Hastings. 
– Two fishermen (rather tall, funny hats) left their  

boats perpendicular on the shore. 
– A lady crying at the train station, with a pot of flowers in her hands. 

h



FEBRUARY 11 
Day 2. 

– Major C. came to visit with a 
four-layered chocolate cake. 

– Two enormous women sitting 
side by side at the doctor’s. 
– An assembly of men wearing 

yellow cloaks in the alley. 
– Flock of brown birds in pentagonal 

shape over the bridge. 

FEBRUARY 12 
Day 3. 

Stormy all day, couldn’t get out of my house.  
(Has my wall always been so white?) 
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FEBRUARY 13 
Day 4. 

– Two kittens still hiding from yesterday’s storm behind the dustbin. 
– Went on the roof to replace some broken tiles after the storm. 

– Major C. came back for a piece of his cake, he had nothing left to eat. 

h

FEBRUARY 28 
I collected records. I did the math. I was right!  

Past: 4, Future: 3, Unmatched: 7 

Dreams do refer to both past and future  
(in roughly equal proportions).  

h

MARCH 1 
Somehow, while asleep, memory and  

prophecy play the same role. 

Somehow, while asleep,  
all moments happen at once. 
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MARCH 22 
I spoke with Major C. about the experiment. 
He said I was hilarious and chuckled softly. 

He might have a point. 
I should get more people to back up the results. 

Dear reader of the Illustrated London News... 

h
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APRIL 7 
Dear reader of the Illustrated 

London News,  
 I am running a personal 
experiment on time. The 

goal is to ascertain 
empirically if dream 
imagery depicts the 
future as well as the 
past. I am aware of 

the skepticism that 
this line of enquiry might 

encounter, which is why 
objectivity is essential. 

Preliminary findings need to be 
corroborated by independent results. 

Thus, I invite interested readers to 
participate in the research by following 

the protocol below and sending the results 
to the address provided... 
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APRIL 16 
Why hasn’t anyone written of a similar phenomenon before? 

Perhaps the waking mind rejects the association between  
the dream and the subsequent event. 

h

MAY 7 
Everything might take place in two parallel states. 

A conscious state, where – 

Dear Sir,  
your experiment does work!  

Yours faithfully,  
*********** 

Dear Sir,  
I have been performing the experiment you outlined in the Illustrated 

London News for literally my entire adult life, and I think I have 
reached a conclusive result. The following are my findings in 

accordance with your proposed setup. 
Images distinctly related to the past: 1252   

Images distinctly related to the future: 1047 
Images loosely related to the past: 2741 

Images loosely related to the future: 3012  
Unmatched images: 7671 

Sum: 15723 

Please find attached the log of my life. 

Yours truly,  
********** 

Newspapers readers are the craziest people. 
It would take me 40 years to collect this many records! 
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MAY 17 
Dear Sir,  

your experiment does not work.  
Yours faithfully,  

********** 

Dear Sir,  
I have been thinking for a few hours about the 

experiment you outlined in the Illustrated 
London News. I could not follow the protocol 

as requested, as my data are too limited. I 
only dream of the same high-ranking officer 

demanding a piece of cake. I do not see how I 
could dream of anything else. And I have written 

this letter an infinite number of times. Yesterday is today’s tomorrow.  

Yours truly,  
********** 

I did not dream of the Silvertown explosion! 
I dreamt of my future-me reading about the Silvertown explosion! 

I am not a psychic.  
I dream of my own future just as I dream of my own past. 

h

MAY 25 
Everything must take place in two parallel states. 

A conscious state, where time collapses into the present. 
A nightly state, where – 

Major C. came to visit.  
He wanted to know if I could  

predict a Derby winner.  

But I am not a psychic! 

JUNE 7 
Other explanations include  

multidimensional theories of time, 
in which we encompass a  

range of perpendicular lives. 

Or rather a theory of nesting,  
for motion in time must be timeable, 

but the time which times the movement is another time, 
and the passage of that time must be timeable by a third time, 

and so on, ad infinitum. 

(Sometimes I write things so fast that I can’t even read them) 
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JUNE 13 
N.B. – A good theory should find  

a place for all the unmatched images too. 

1:30 P.M.  
The letter in the newspaper reads like déjà vu. 

h 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'58 
Perhaps time is an illusion of symmetry.  

h

4:00 P.M. 
Still everything reads 
like déjà-vu.

JULY 18 

Still, one third of my 
dreams are neither 

past nor future.

'59 

Still, life floats 
onwards, and all 
things fade out. 

Time itself reads  
like déjà vu. 

Time must be hiding 
one third of my life.

Time flows. This  
doesn’t puzzle me.

I always step in the  
very same river.

Time must be hiding – Yet, the newspaper 
experiment suggests 

otherwise. 

I always dream the  
only possible dream.

Time must be hiding  
one third of my life!

As I sleep, all times  
are before me! 

Where? How? 

(I have been  
here before.)

(Have I been here 
before?)

(I have never been 
here before, have I?) 

Could circularity of 
time be a mere 
illusion? 

Could time conceal  
events within itself?

Could linearity of time 
be a mere illusion?

Just as a lens deforms 
the sheet underneath? 

Just as a book can 
hide leaves  

within its pages? 
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Just as the Earth looks 
flat to human eyes, 

but it isn’t?

4:30 P.M. 
Space, like time,  
can confuse, deform, 
mystify, flow? 

JULY 26 
Space, like time,  
can shield, hide, 
conceal, flow?

'60 
Space, like time,  
can distort, curl,  

bend, flow?

Space
flows as

time freezes. 

Perhaps we
move to be

pure space 

pure time.
sleep to be 

h

 

Perhaps we

5:45 P.M. 
Everything must take 
place in two parallel 
states.

AUGUST 14 
Everything must take 
place in two parallel 

states.

'64 
Everything must take 
place in two parallel 

states. 

A conscious state, 
where time collapses 
into the present. 

A conscious state, 
where time collapses 

into the present. 

A conscious state, 
where time collapses 

into the present. 
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SEPTEMBER 21 
Time hides in its interstices one third of my life. 

Between any two instants lies a collection of unperceived events. 
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OCTOBER 4 
The more I think about it, the more I feel itchy.  

My hands are twitching, my movements are choppy. 
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OCTOBER 6 
All my efforts need to be put into building a machine to dilate time. 

It will perform supersampling, to grasp finer time ticks.  
It will perform antialiasing, to avoid pixelization of nows. 

I shall hence build a supersampling-antialiasing machine - for time. 

h

A nightly state,  
where time rewinds  
to the beginning.

A nightly state,  
where time reveals  
its nested nature. 

A nightly state,  
where some sort of 

death happens.

Or is the rewinding of 
time  a mere illusion?

Where things happen 
between one instant 

and another.

A timeless journey 
through all times.

Yet, I wrote this very 
same thing before. (...perchance to 

dream?) 

Time loops. This 
doesn’t puzzle me. If only I could dilate 

time, I might find all of 
the remaining images.

I have been recording 
dreams for my entire 
life. How many more 

do I need to log?
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NOVEMBER 3 
Supersampling time is more difficult than I thought.  

If there is something between instants, there might be room for 
someone living my own life, in a finer or coarser way. 

Some stretched or crunched versions of me. 
Are our existences somehow entangled? 
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NOVEMBER 12 
My project has really brought out the joker in Major C. 

Today he delivered his mockery in the form of a diagram. 

(Perhaps God is just someone whose frame rate is incredibly high.)   
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DECEMBER 6 
The moments lay before me, a page from the atlas of time. 

My dreamscape!  

DECEMBER 19 
More light! More light! 

9:00 P.M. 
Dear Sir,  
I have been thinking 
for a few hours about 
the experiment you 
outlined in the 
Illustrated London 
News. I could not 
follow the protocol as 
requested, as my data 
are too limited. I only 
dream of the same 
high-ranking officer 
demanding a piece of 
cake. I do not see how 
I could dream of 
anything else. And I 
have written this letter 
an infinite number of 
times. Yesterday is 
today’s tomorrow.  

Yours truly,  
********** 

'73 
Dear Sir,  

I have been performing the 
experiment you outlined in the 

Illustrated London News  
for literally my entire adult life,  

and I think I have reached  a 
conclusive result.  

The following are my findings in 
accordance with your proposed setup. 

Images distinctly related  
to the past: 1252   

Images distinctly related  
to the future: 1047 

Images loosely related  
to the past: 2741 

Images loosely related  
to the future: 3012  

Unmatched images: 7671 
Sum: 15723 

Please find attached the log of my life. 

Yours truly,  
**********

Dear Sir,  
your experiment does not work.  
Yours faithfully,  
**********

Dear Sir,  
your experiment does work!  

Yours faithfully,  
***********
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